Pitt County Schools

40412C Current Events

Instructional Guide

Time Frame: First Six Weeks
	SCOS GOALS AND OBJECTIVES
	ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS, BENCHMARKS, AND SKILLS
	ESSENTIAL TASKS, STRATEGIES, PROJECTS, CONNECTIONS
	RECOMMENDED RESOURCES AND ASSESSMENT

	National Government and Law
	· Why must a democratic nation maintain informed citizens?

· How do the Constitutional principles of the United States create a democratic society?
	· Create a mock government with all three branches to show the functions of each branch
	· Civics textbook, chart that outlines the three branches of government, newspapers and magazines, test and quiz on the goal

	International Relations and Law
	· How does the United States attempt to maintain peaceful relations with other countries?

· Why does the U.S. benefit from maintaining peaceful relations with other nations?

· Why does the U.S. benefit from other nations maintaining peace among one another?
	· Organize a debate that mimics an issue that could be presented before the United Nations.
	· Civics textbook, rubric that assesses debate skills of students newspapers and magazines, test and quiz on the objective


Time Frame: Second Six Weeks
	SCOS GOALS AND OBJECTIVES
	ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS, BENCHMARKS, AND SKILLS
	ESSENTIAL TASKS, STRATEGIES, PROJECTS, CONNECTIONS
	RECOMMENDED RESOURCES AND ASSESSMENT

	State and Local Government and Law
	· How does the NC state government compare with both the federal and local governments?

· How does the NC state government solve conflict between both the federal and local governments?
	· Students research a current example of eminent domain and write an essay explaining this policy.
	· Civics textbook, internet access for research newspapers and magazines, test and quiz on the objective

	America’s Economy
	· How does the federal government maintain a thriving economy in the United States?

· What steps does the federal government take to remedy lagging economic trends?

· How do individual consumers affect the economy?
	· Students create a flow chart that illustrates how responsible consumer spending stimulates the economy.
	· Civics textbook, internet access for research newspapers and magazines, test and quiz on the objective


Time Frame: Third Six Weeks
	SCOS GOALS AND OBJECTIVES
	ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS, BENCHMARKS, AND SKILLS
	ESSENTIAL TASKS, STRATEGIES, PROJECTS, CONNECTIONS
	RECOMMENDED RESOURCES AND ASSESSMENT

	Environment
	· What are the most pressing environmental problems that the U.S. currently faces?

· What steps does the federal government take in maintaining a safe environment for U.S. citizens?

· How does the federal government maintain a fair balance between economic concerns and environmental issues?
	· Each student chooses one environmental issue important to them, takes a stance on the issue, and writes an essay illustrating its importance, possible solutions to the problem, and possible consequences if left unchecked.
	· Internet access for research newspapers and magazines, test and quiz on the objective

	Education
	· How do public schools act as the foundations of communities?

· What are public perceptions (positive and negative) of public schools?

· Why should public school students prepare themselves to obtain degrees from institutions of higher learning?
	· Create a mock forum in which students present concerns and positive comments about public schools.
	· Internet access for research newspapers and magazines, test and quiz on the objective
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