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Section 1118 of the ESSA Waiver formally replacing ESEA requires the engagement of parents of participating children in the planning and implementation of District and School Title I projects.  Such programs, activities, and procedures shall be planned and implemented with meaningful consultation with parents of participating children.
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To involve parents in the policy process we will:
· Encourage all parents to attend Back to School Night, held at the beginning of the year, to learn about Wahl-Coates School of the Arts participation in Title I, the requirements of the Title I program, and your rights as parents to be involved.
· Hold Title I Parent Engagement meetings at different times and on different days, and may provide transportation, child care, or home visits to accommodate the scheduling needs of our parents.
· Involve parents in an organized, ongoing, and timely way in the planning, review, and improvement of Wahl-Coates School of the Arts’ Title I programs, including the planning, review, and improvement of the school parental engagement policy and the joint development of the schoolwide program plan.
· Provide parents with timely information about Title I programs, a description and explanation of the curriculum in use at Wahl-Coates School of the Arts, the forms of academic assessment used to measure student progress, and the proficiency levels students are expected to meet.
· Upon request, provide parents with opportunities for regular meetings to formulate suggestions and to participate, as appropriate, in decisions relating to the education of their children, and respond to suggestions as soon as possible.
· If Wahl-Coates School of the Arts’ Schoolwide program plan is not satisfactory to the parents, we are required to submit any parent comments on the plan to Pitt County Schools Federal Programs Office.

To share responsibilities for high student academic achievement we will:
· Develop with parents, a school-parent compact that outlines how parents, school staff, and students will share responsibility for improved student academic achievement.
· Help parents create a supportive and effective learning environment at home by providing information on the importance of attendance, homework completion and the positive use of extracurricular time; limiting time spent watching television and playing video games; and volunteering in their child’s classroom and participating in decisions relating to the education of their children.
· Address the importance of communication between teachers and parents through parent-teacher conferences, progress reports, and provide reasonable access to staff, opportunities to volunteer and participate in their child’s class, and observe classroom activities.

To build capacity for Engagement we will:
· Ensure effective engagement of parents and support partnerships among the Wahl-Coates School of the Arts, our parents, and our community to improve student academic achievement.
· Provide assistance to parents in understanding topics such as the State’s academic content standards, the State’s student academic standards, State and Local assessments, the requirements of Title I, and how to monitor your child’s progress and work with educators to improve the achievement of your children.
· Provide parents with materials and training, such as literacy materials and technology training, to help them work with their children to improve their achievement, and to foster parental engagement.
· Educate teachers and school staff about the value of the contributions of parents; how to reach out to, communicate with, and work with parents as equal partners; implement and coordinate parent programs; and build ties between the parents, the school, and the community.
· Coordinate and integrate Title I parent programs and activities with other programs, and conduct activities and provide resources that encourage and support parents in more fully participating in the education of their children.
· Ensure that information related to school and parent programs, meetings, and other activities is sent to parents in a format and to the extent practicable, in a language the parents can understand.
· Provide other reasonable support for parental engagement activities as requested.

To be accessible to all parents we will:
· Provide full opportunities for the participation of parents with limited English proficiency, parents with disabilities, and parents of migratory children.
· Provide information related to Pitt County Schools, Wahl-Coates School of the Arts, plans, meeting notices, report cards, and other accountable information in a format, and to the extent practicable, in a language that parents understand.


Wahl-Coates School of the Arts Title I Program Description:
Guided Reading Groups
Guided Reading lessons provide each student the opportunity to read a challenging text on his/her level successfully.  Our classroom teachers provide guided reading groups to our students 3-5 times each week. This year our school will provide additional guided reading lessons to our at risk students in kindergarten and first grade.  Based on data from Reading 3-D assessments, our schools’ Reading Specialists will provide students guided reading lessons in their classrooms 5 times a week.  

Student Tracking Efficiency and Progress/Performance (STEP):
As a means to reduce Out-of-School Suspensions, Improve Classroom Behaviors and Track Students Performance, Wahl-Coates has put into place a new student focus program called STEP.  When Criteria for Assignment to STEP presents itself, students are able to work in the STEP room with our STEP Coach and STEP Coordinator. During their time in the STEP students may be 1) guided through an ABE online intervention program, 2) tutored in weak academic areas, or 3) participate in sessions  to guide students through counseling and discussions that will help them to develop the necessary skills needed to improve behaviors and/or academic performance.   
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